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He started out as a bank clerk and messenger of various
corporations and later became a social worker in 1976 after
completing his study in Institute for Social Work Training,
Social Welfare Department. Since then, he never thought
of leaving the welfare sector but committed to providing
non-subvented services to the disadvantaged elderly. When
he was diagnosed with cancer (nasopharyngeal carcinoma)
in 2002 and had to stay in hospital for 35 treatments of
electrotherapy, he continued to work on his projects, including
editing “The Voice” - the first elderly magazine in Hong Kong
that Chan is responsible to for years, even harder.

“People try to persuade me not to work that hard because
of the cancer. Well, everyone would die. We can't decide
how long we are going to live, but we can decide how good
we enjoy life in every moment. In fact, I'm not afraid of death
but fear of nothing to do day after day.”

Despite facing his own death and various sequelae from the
disease, Chan never give up and regards his career as his
religion. He even asked for the disclosure of his cell phone
number (8107 8324) in this article, hoping those who are
willing to offer help to the elderly could contact him directly.

“As most of our projects are self-financed, we have to find
sufficient volunteers and community resources to help. One
of our social workers’ major responsibilities is to do matching
between people who desperately need help and those who
really want to help.”

e Department of St Jam:

In this sense, Chan feels indifferent to the tough situation
of the welfare sector and the unfavourable remuneration
claimed by young social workers nowadays. He said if one
wants to make a fortune from his or her career, he or she
will never choose to be a social worker.

“Social work is a mission driven profession. We will only
be recognized and respected by the society if our service
users have a happy life. I'm sure we will get a better pay
when our social status have been raised and our contributions
be recognized. Let's work hard first!” Chan suggested to
the newcomers.

Chan will soon come to his retirement age 60 in August
2009. Many people will cultivate various hobbies or prepare
travel plans before their retirement. However, he neither
thought of his retirement life nor living with his son in the
USA. He hopes his longtime employer, St James’ Settiement,
will offer him opportunities to serve the community.

“I'am still young. I'll continue to help the elderly in need until
I'm no longer capable to take care of myself and be served
in the elderly home,” the tireless social worker said.
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